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LETTER from our HEAD OF SCHOOL

I consider it a privilege to report to you as we reflect upon the 
2020-2021 school year. The global pandemic indelibly marked this 
exceptional year as our community and the world adjusted to the 
obstacles it brought about. Yet, in response to these challenges, Arbor 
exhibited flexibility and adaptability, kindness and compassion, and 
most of all, unwavering support for each other as we worked to give 
our children and students the gift of in-person learning. 

Under the leadership of Janine Musholt, the Board established the 
COVID-19 task force to monitor the pandemic, evaluate emerging 
information from the scientific community, and offer expert guidance 
as to how the school could provide a safe learning environment for the 
children, students, and staff. The task force, led by Lani Paxton, used 
this information to establish a set of metrics to help the administration 
understand the pandemic’s impact on the community and provide 
guidance to ensure the school implemented appropriate mitigation 
strategies to minimize the risk of COVID-19 transmission within the 
school community. 

After weeks of planning and preparation, the staff were eager to welcome the children to school 
in person. We were quite excited to have toddlers back on the LaVista campus as Mamatha’s class 
relocated from the Scott campus. From the first day of orientation, our students—even the two-year-
olds—quickly adapted to wearing masks and having their temperatures taken before entering the 
building each morning. 

Myesha Green
Interim Head of School

Dear Arbor Community,
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We started the year with a hybrid learning 
model, balancing in-person learning with virtual 
instruction at most levels. Students became 
proficient at handwashing and social distancing, 
while teachers quickly became experts using 
Zoom and document cameras to give lessons to 
those learning from home. The specialty teachers 
even offered art, music, and Spanish online. The 
resilience the staff and the students showed as we 
creatively adapted to this new learning paradigm 
was remarkable to behold. 

As the new calendar year arrived, we welcomed all students to return to full days of in-person 
learning. We braved the cold as we ate lunch outside, and teachers made good use of the outdoor 
spaces (including newly-erected tents) for snacks and lessons. Arbor’s faculty implemented all 
recommended mitigation strategies while fostering independence, supporting curiosity, and 
promoting joyful learning. We were pleased to remain open to our students throughout the entire 
year. 

Arbor was determined to continue to connect with the community despite our limited ability to meet 
face-to-face. Board meetings, parent coffees, curriculum nights, and parent-teacher conferences were 
all held virtually. We hosted our fall Welcome Event, Diversity Book Fair, and spring World Fair 
over Zoom as well. Armed with a new website, a fantastic admissions video, and the creativity of 
our Admissions team, we were able to complete our enrollment efforts virtually and invite over fifty 
new families to join our school. The Adolescent Program students and staff revamped and revitalized 
the community garden and created an outdoor haven for our students, Arbor families, and local 
neighbors to enjoy as well.

At the end of the year, we welcomed the immediate families of the 8th year students to have the first 
on-campus graduation we have held in many years. We celebrated the accomplishments of these 
incredible students on the upper field and wished them well on their next journey at high schools 
around the city. This in-person celebration was the perfect ending to an unprecedented year. 

After 51 years serving Atlanta families, we proved that our community could continue to 
thrive under any circumstances. Teachers, staff, board members, parents, and extended family 
demonstrated their commitment to fulfilling Arbor’s mission to “develop the unique capabilities of 
each child through supporting relationships, joyful learning, and meaningful work in a Montessori 
environment,” even amidst a global pandemic. 

What we accomplished together should be commended, and I thank you all for helping make our 
2020-2021 school year successful. 

Sincerely,

Myesha Green
Interim Head of School

LETTER from our HEAD OF SCHOOL
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NEW GREETINGS and FOND FAREWELLS

This year, we welcomed two new staff members.

And said goodbye to two longstanding members of the Arbor staff. 

Alexandra Goodrich

Alexandra joined us as the Art Teacher for our 
Elementary and Adolescent Programs. She has a 
Bachelor of Science in Art Education. One rule she 
lives by is The Golden Rule: do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you.

Patty O’Keefe-Hutton

Patty has been a part of Arbor for thirty years, 
serving as the Elementary and AP Art Teacher. In 
addition to her incredible artistic talents, she has 
the invaluable gift of bringing out the artist in every 
student she works with. Patty inspired children to 
create paintings, drawings, mosaics, murals, and 
sculptures that adorn the Arbor hallways for each of 
us to admire. While she originally announced her 
plans to retire in early 2020, she graciously agreed to 
stay on another year to support the AP students in 
their final projects. Patty, thank you for helping our 
students create beautiful artwork for 30 years!

Cristina Reyes

Crisitina joined us mid-year as the Spanish Teacher 
for our Upper Elementary and Adolescent Programs. 
She got her start as a Spanish speaking assistant over 
ten years ago while putting herself through college 
for her bachelor’s and master’s degrees.

Anu Chandra

Anu joined the Arbor community in 2007, bringing 
a wealth of experience as a Montessori educator 
and administrator. She supported the toddler and 
primary team at three different campuses, served as 
a Board Trustee, and was instrumental in helping 
Arbor successfully implement our Toddler Program. 
Many Arbor parents reflect fondly on Anu’s role 
in helping make them feel at home at Arbor. Anu, 
thank you for all of the work you have done these 
past 14 years to support our youngest children and 
their families, and for helping Arbor be not just a 
good school—but a great one! 



ARBOR MONTESSORI SCHOOL   |   4

FUTURE AMI-USA CONSULTANTS

Arbor Montessori School is proud to acknowledge Anna Discenzo and Emily Peters as they complete 
their journey to become AMI-USA Consultants. AMI-USA is a national organization that supports 
Montessori schools in upholding pedagogical principles and practices that are hallmarks of authentic 
Montessori programs. 

The consultants visit with teachers and administrators of member schools to help ensure they 
maintain these internationally recognized quality standards. Anna and Emily were both invited 
to apply for this prestigious role by a senior consultant who noted their masterful ability to apply 
Montessori theory to their practice in elementary classrooms during Arbor’s previous AMI-USA 
elementary consultation. 

Upon acceptance, Emily and Anna embarked upon a rigorous multi-phased training program. First, 
they participated in a four-day training course led by experienced consultants and Montessori 
Trainers. Next, they demonstrated their understanding of Montessori pedagogy through a series 
of written reports. In the coming months, they will complete the apprentice phase of the program, 
where they will join a senior consultant and assist in conducting an AMI-USA recognition 
consultation. 

Upon completion of this final requirement, both Emily and Anna will be certified to offer 
recognition consultations on behalf of AMI-USA. We look forward to them completing their 
training and sharing their experience and expertise with schools around the nation. 

by Myesha Green, Interim Head of School
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A NEW DIPLOMA COURSE for ADOLESCENTS

The AMI 12-18 Diploma Course offered by the International Montessori Training Institute is 
the first program offering a full course in Montessori Adolescent pedagogy that is accredited and 
approved by the Asociation Montessori Internationale (AMI). Launched this year, I am lucky enough 
to be part of the very first cohort in the world going through this program, and it is all because 
of the Faculty Education Fund. In the words of our trainer, Laurie Ewert-Krocker, “Montessori 
education offers an inspiring vision of adolescence as a time of creativity, contribution, motivation 
for purposeful work, practice in civility, application of knowledge to real, concrete outcomes, and 
imagining and impacting communities to create a better future for everyone.”

While Arbor’s AP staff are highly trained teachers—4 of our 5 guides hold master’s degrees—the only 
prior option for official adolescent training through AMI was the Orientation to Adolescent Studies. 

This excellent program served as a primer to Montessori’s vision of the Erdkinder adolescent and 
provided a framework for practitioners in this relatively new field. We all spent weeks on farms in 
Ohio and Sweden, learning about Montessori’s ideal vision for an adolescent community. 

The new Diploma Course expands on the work done in the orientation, bringing new ideas and best 
practices in education and empowerment for youth in a Montessori environment. The Diploma 
Course also adds extensive training on the “Upper Adolescent” from age 15-18, an area of Montessori 
study that is still developing around the world. It is inspiring to be a part of this new frontier for 
Montessori education and I know that it will help me to better serve our community.

For me, this training serves as both a recommitment to the Montessori Ideals for the Adolescent, as 
well as an opportunity to learn from peers around the world who are also working with this dynamic 
and ever-changing age group. The Faculty Education Fund is a boon to all of the Arbor staff and it 
allows us to participate in important works that make us better at what we do.

by David Tyler, Adolescent Program Coordinator
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IMPROVED SUPPORT for DYSLEXIC LEARNERS

During the summer of 2021, I attended a week-long virtual training with the Dyslexia Resource 
Center. The training focused on how to best implement Orton Gillingham language instruction 
within a classroom setting. The Dyslexia Resource Center states as its mission a desire to empower 
schools and communities to best serve dyslexic learners. The Center hopes to accomplish their 
mission by offering teacher training, tutoring programs, and community partnerships. Atlanta is 
fortunate to have this organization as a resource.

Orton Gillingham is considered to be the gold standard in dyslexic language instruction. Many of our 
staff took part in a similar training a few years ago, when we offered an on-site class in connection 
with the Schenck School. During this training, we learned that Orton Gillingham is a perfect 
complement to our phonics-based Montessori language instruction. The major difference: the level 
of detail needed for dyslexic learners to master language acquisition.

Not only did my training involve instruction in the curriculum and implementation of an Orton 
Gillingham approach; it also included access to an online database of classroom resources and 
materials. The shared resources gave us many varied concrete materials to use with our own 
students. It’s hard to place a price tag on the value this training can bring to the life of a child with 
dyslexia.

My participation in the training was possible because of the Faculty Education Fund (FEF). Each 
year, I’m thankful to take advantage of this tremendous opportunity for growth and renewal. 
Arbor is unique in offering our staff opportunities and encouragement to continue their growth as 
educators, sponsored through FEF. 

The workshops, conferences, and trainings attended by teachers and administrators each year 
enriches our work in the classroom and with our families. I am grateful for a better understanding of 
the Orton Gillingham method; the Faculty Education Fund made it possible. 

by Alison Sherrill, Elementary Coordinator
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We gratefully acknowledge the dedicated parents, alumni, families, friends, and corporate partners who 
invested in future generations through a gift to Arbor Montessori School. 

The Anderson Family
Elizabeth and Scott Deaton
Naju and Rowena Mancheril

In Memory of Kevin Watkins

William and Lani Paxton

Alton and Antoinette Earle
Amar and Aparna Shah
Becky and Paul Roberts
The Chaudhry Family

In Memory of Kevin Watkins

Chris Crow and Alison Sherrill
Christian and Karen Warren

Christopher and Natalie Gill
Chuck and Janine Musholt
The Georgalis Family
George and Tracy Barry
The Hadj-Taieb Family
Hemanth Grandhige
Ivan Solas and Jennifer Gandhi
J. E. Greary
James Ainsworth and Leanna Ampola
Jamie Hargather
Jason and Kendall Lioon
Jay and Cherish Patel
Jemel and Luci David
Jennifer (Cy) Martinez
Jessica Sherrill and Garett Cook
Joseph Kerr and Bret Havey
Jung Suh and Jeannie Park
The Kingsley Family

Alexandra and Nathan Tyre
The Allen Family
Allison and Andrew Porter
Amanda Reynolds and Daniel Evans
Anand and Urvi Joshi
Anna Discenzo
Anne Ledoux

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE PHOENIX SOCIETY PHOENIX SOCIETY

FRIENDS OF ARBORPHOENIX SOCIETY

$5,000 & ABOVE

$1,000 TO $4,999 UP TO $999

2020-2021 ANNUAL FUND DONORS

Mark Anderson and Joanna Taliano
Melanie Pearson and KyleBradley
Michelle and Richard Nguyen
The Tang Family
The Trotti Family
Tyler and Sarah Kenning
The Watkins Family
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FRIENDS OF ARBOR

Anu Chandra
In Memory of my mother, Mrs. Kamala

Ava and Emrys Wilcox
The Avila Family
Barbara Pettitt
Becca Fernandez
The Bennett Family
Briana Patterson
Carolyn McLaughlin
Catherine and Bob Ballance

In Honor of Lora Boyd

Cecilia Fernandez and Roberto Botello
Chaitanya Sreenath & Adviteeya Dixit
The Chawda Family

In Memory of Ramanik Chawda

Cindy Bowen
Cristina Montesinos and Paul Welty
Dirk Vandergrinten

In Memory of Kevin Watkins

Dmitry Klebanov
In Memory of Kevin Watkins

Dorothy and Pat Murphy
The Edwards Family
Elizabeth Schreibfeder

In Memory of Kevin Watkins

Emily and Andrew Peters
Erica Johnson
Erin Croom and Byron Kirkpatrick
Fowler Katie and Patel Sahil
The Frank Family
Ginny and Paul Byrnes
The Gowitt Family
The Hankinson Family
Harsha Tanguturi
The Hartman Family
Jane Elizabeth McBath
Jessica Sherrill and Garrett Cook

In Honor of Diane Sherrill

Jier-Shu and Aimee Chen
Jing Chen

In Memory of Kevin Watkins

John and Rebecca LaBanca
Jordan and Lauren Rose
Josh Kenitzer
Joshua and Lillian Klehr

FRIENDS OF ARBOR

Judith and Bahnson Stanley
In Honor of Ander de Olano

Kali Morgan
In Memory of Kevin Watkins

Karen Sudbey
In Memory of Kevin Watkins

Kathryn Wepfer
Kelly Maxwell
Kelsey Smith
Kimberly Taylor
The Kirksey Family
The Knowles Family
Kyle Glave and Georgieva Bogdana
Lisa and Austin Whitley
Lora and Will Boyd
The Lora Family
Luong Nguyen and Naga Davuluri
The Mallis Family
Mamatha Chiruvella
Maria Decillis
Maria Sanz
Marlene Murray
Mary Webb and Kamal Ghali
Mauricio Carey
Max Rochas and Katie Jane LaBauve
The McCarthy Family
Melina Friedman
The Messina Family
Michael Sullivan and Wei Le

FRIENDS OF ARBOR

Myesha Green
Nathan and Jennifer Mascaro
Neil Brooks

In Memory of Kevin Watkins

Nicole Doxie
Pallavi Penumetcha
Pam Worsham
Patrick and Laurel Hanna
The Rao Family
Rebecca Apel
Robert and Joyce Sterrett

In Memory of Kevin Watkins

Robert Greary
In Memory of Kevin Watkins

Russell George
Sanuja Bopitiya
The Schiavo Family
The Schreibfeder Family
Scott and Jennifer Geller
The Smith Family
Stacey Remaley
Stephanie Robertson
Sundeep and Dana Dhaliwal
Surani Anwar
Tammy Ward-Martin
The Tanguturi Family
Ted Solley and Amanda Gill
Thad and Maria Goad
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION for 2020-2021

FRIENDS OF ARBOR FRIENDS OF ARBOR

COMPANY MATCHES

GIVING PARTNERS

Matrix Consulting
Cisco N/A
Coca-Cola
Equifax
McKinsey & Co. 
Turner Broadcasting
Viasat

Amazon Smile
Box Tops
Charis Books
Chipotle
City BBQ
DayC Photography
DocChey’s Partners, LLC 
NaanStop
Panera Bread
Publix
Sip and Paint

Theodore Wong
In Memory of Kevin Watkins

Thomas Wagner
In Memory of Kevin Watkins

Tiffany Fackler-Watson & Chris Watson
Tristan Cornish and Megan McKee
The Tyler Family
Vaishali and Soham Mahadevia
Violet Mohabir
Virtues Collective, LLC
The Volkov Family
William J. Smith

In Memory of Kevin Watkins

William Mackin
In Memory of Kevin Watkins

Yolanda Boozer
Anonymous Donor (1)

2020-2021 INCOME
Tuition & Fees $3,027,417
Contributions $94,778
Fundraising Events $2,920
Investments $771,445
Grants, PPP $624,677
Other $66,403

Total $4,587,640

2020-2021 EXPENSES
Instructional $3,027,991
G&A $324,420
Operational $571,844

Fundraising $55,736
Investment $12,574

Total $3,992,557

76%

8%

14%

1% <1%

66%

13%

17%

2% 1% <1%
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ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

Kelly Bazel

Kelly Bazel graduated from Auburn University 
in May 2021 with a B.S. degree in Biomedical 
Sciences. Kelly held multiple leadership positions 
with Student Government, Black Student Union, 
and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

Kelly will continue her education in the Fall at 
the University of Georgia College of Pharmacy as 
she pursues her Doctor of Pharmacy degree.

Kenzie Kilgallen

Kenzi recently graduated cum laude from George 
Washington University as a student-athlete on 
the women’s soccer team. She graduated with 
a Bachelor of Science in Nutrition Science and 
Public Health. Currently, she works at Piedmont 
Atlanta Hospital on the neurology floor and 
plans to head back to graduate school to get her 
master’s as a physician assistant. 

She regularly spends time with close friends and 
Arbor alumni, saying, “we all met at Arbor in 
2nd grade and recently celebrated 15 years of 
friendship. One of them even works at the same 
Piedmont Hospital in the ER! Forever grateful for 
the amazing opportunities and people that Arbor 
brought to me. Go here, then go anywhere!” 

Christie Pettitt-Schieber

Christie married her partner of ten years, Erin 
Hamilton, in Chicago with friends and family in 
attendance. They also recently bought their first 
home.

CLASS OF 2013

CLASS OF 2013CLASS OF 2001
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ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

Bryn Beard

Bryn occasionally plays guitar at local restaurants. 
Keep an eye out for her!

Djourdan Gomes-Johnson

Djourdan’s thirst to be at the frontier of 
change guided him in his final year at Tilburg 
University’s Bachelor’s of Cognitive Science and 
Artificial Intelligence. Currently he is a deepfake 
research intern, where his love for artificial 
intelligence and big data is exercised. 

He says, “Arbor Montessori helped me love 
learning. The eight years of practicing the skill of 
learning at Arbor facilitated my adventuring into 
the unknown, and prepared me to overcome any 
challenge I may encounter as I anticipate writing 
my thesis in Spring 2021.” Mai Nguyen

Mai Nguyen will attend Rutgers University on 
tennis scholarship, and was a recipient of the 
USTA Ozaki-Hastings Junior Sportsmanship 
Award in 2021.

CLASS OF 2018CLASS OF 2015
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