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In the pages ahead you will see a glimpse into a year at Arbor and 
our crowning achievement—our graduating 8th years. From our 
youngest to our oldest students, and even our teaching faculty, you will 
see engagement, enthusiasm, and perseverance. While our students 
thrive academically, none are limited to the walls of  a classroom. As 
21st century learners, it is more important than ever that students are 
offered multi-faceted opportunities for engagement.

This year, we tried new things. We partnered with the Atlanta Science 
Festival to share the science behind our Montessori work. We offered 
free events to help community members gain a better understanding of  
the Montessori Method, by working with the Dekalb Library System 
and Montessori Partnerships of  Georgia. We had many aspiring 
teachers sit in our classrooms and learn from the very best. We at Arbor 
feel it is important to not only serve our students, but also engage in 
work beyond ourselves. These are part of  the skills we hope each of  
you take with you as you graduate and leave us.

We have been honored to work with each and every student, family, 
and community member this year. Thank you all for your support—
financially, emotionally, and physically. We couldn’t have done it without 
you. Our students, faculty, and community are all better because of  you. 

With gratitude,

Samantha Vejay
Head of School

Dear Friends of  Arbor Montessori School,
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY
A thriving community takes dedication and deliberate, ongoing work. Building strong characters, 
learning the value of  giving back, and creating global citizens begins with our students and continues 
with our teachers, staff, and parents. The result? An extended family of  diverse adults and children, all 
sharing in their appreciation of  joyful learning, growth, and connection. 

To support parents through common childhood 
transitions, Arbor’s teaching staff  launched a series 
of  library talks and workshops in connection with 
Dekalb County Public Libraries.

As an educational leader, Arbor continued to partner 
and mentor outside Montessori organizations by hosting 
workshops, giving talks, and supporting the promotion of  
Montessori education on local and national levels. 

Alumni, parents, staff, and community members partied with 
a purpose at Flashback at the Factory: Arbor’s Annual School 
Auction! The major fundraising event supports Faculty 
Excellence, our Athletics Program, and Tuition Assistance.

Arbor students and families donned masks, beads, 
and an assortment of  hats and feather boas in 
support of  the neighborhood of  Oakhurst and their 
annual Mead Road Mardi Gras parade.

DEKALB LIBRARY TALKS

FLASHBACK AT THE FACTORY

MONTESSORI PARTNERSHIPS

MEAD ROAD MARDI GRAS
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Arbor Montessori School hosted two events for the fifth annual Atlanta Science Festival. The community was invited to have a 
hands-on encounter with the human brain with Dr. Nora McNamara and other scientists during “Mapping the Brain” or explore 
how neural pathways are formed through handwriting during “Cocktails and Calligraphy.” Both events highlighted the joy of  
engaging with a curious community and the importance of  science in education. 

We love to see our Arbor students using their uniquely human gifts—their minds, hearts, and hands—in service to the community. 
This year students across the levels organized donation drives, made and served community meals, cleaned up streams and streets, 
visited residents of  Arbor Terrace, and so much more. In the classrooms, every day is a new opportunity for school-wide friendship, 
collaboration, and kindness for our students.

ATLANTA SCIENCE FESTIVAL

ACTS OF SERVICE
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THE GRADUATING CLASS OF 2019

JOSIE BOND

EGON BROWN II

“The greatest gifts we can give our children are the roots of  responsibility and the wings 
of  independence.” — Maria Montessori

Hi, it’s me, your hospitality manager, Egon! I moved to Arbor at the age of  12 as a 
7th year. My favorite memory was the very first orientation trip. It was my first time 
in a new environment and I thoroughly enjoyed the hospitality from the students 
that I’d just met. This was one of  the best school trips that I’d been on in a while. 
I reacquainted myself  with old friends, met new ones, and enjoyed my induction to 
Arbor. I am proud of  all the work I did, but my favorite piece has to be the work I 
did on space. This project I proposed to the guides and they accepted it, with David 
teaching the unit. My group built a model-scaled space hotel called Lunaterra. It 
was my favorite piece of  work. As an adult, I would like to work in robotics or 
space exploration. Robots and space exploration are two fields of  work I think are 
really interesting, and will be very important in our, the human race’s, future; my 
main goal is to build a robot that could collect space debris in our orbit. I would 
like to be a kind and loving person and be accepting of  all peoples and their views, 
but knowing me, I would have to work on a few characteristics before I would be 
able to complete this person. I would like to thank Arbor and its ways of  teaching, 
especially the Coffee Corners, Pizza Days, and all the events I planned that people 
showed up to. I will miss this and everyone here thoroughly. Thank you so much.

I was three when I started at Arbor. My favorite memory was in Washington 
D.C.; it was a great experience to see things we had been learning about, and 
explore the city with my classmates. I’m proud of  my creative projects, from 
a model of  sea turtles, my novel, to an edible model I made: a battle of  ships 
made entirely of  cake. I loved expressing my creativity and making things 
I am proud of. I try to be positive and strive for greatness in anything I do. 
I have Dyslexia and ADD; I work, interpret things, and think differently. I 
want to ensure people everywhere have access to human rights outlined in 
the declaration by the UN. That is my dream. I will continue working towards 
it by donating to organizations, spreading the word, and helping in every 
way I can so people have rights to their safety, health, freedoms, etc. I’d like 
to contribute to the world and make a positive difference. I would like to be 
well-rounded, helpful, intelligent, aware, influence others, and be a positive 
force in the world. Arbor is a place for growth; it challenges you and makes 
you climb higher than you ever have, but is always there to catch you. It’s a 
safe place in which you can be the best version of  you, with great role models.

I will be attending:
PAIDEIA SCHOOL

I will be attending:
ACADEME OF  

THE OAKS
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EDEN CARNEY-FRIEDMAN

CARTER CROW
I was three years old when I first attended Arbor. My favorite 
memories are making friendships that I will forever cherish. My 
dedication to my chickens this year made me feel so proud of  myself. 

I have an interesting approach to making friends; I try to make 
them laugh before I even know their name. First impressions are 
everything. I would like to bring attention to all governments about 
how bad global warming and environmental changes are becoming. I 
am already starting to study to become a veterinarian. I would like to 
be a generous kind of  person. 

Through good times and bad times, Arbor Montessori School 
shaped me into the person I am today. I’ll forever be thankful for all 
the wisdom taught to me throughout my years at Arbor.

When I was five years old, my family moved to Atlanta from California 
and I began attending Arbor Montessori. I’d already been in Montessori, 
but a new school in a new place was not an easy adjustment. I was scared, 
little, and didn’t know anyone. I didn’t want to be away from my parents 
every day in this new place. Thanks to the amazing people at Arbor, 
I quickly grew to love my school. Over the past 10 years, I’ve had the 
chance to learn from some truly excellent teachers. My education has 
flourished from their guidance because they are smart, skilled teachers, 
and because they are so devoted to their work and their students. I have 
built unbreakable bonds with other students, friends who I now think of  
like siblings. I’ve grown up with these amazing kids almost all of  my life. 
I wouldn’t want to spend 10 years with anyone else. The time has come 
to move along from Arbor now. I am ready to continue my education so 
I can try to make the world a better place. I don’t think that I would have 
this same attitude if  Arbor hadn’t opened my eyes to the problems going 
on in the world right now. That’s one of  the things I love most about 
Arbor. They don’t sugar coat or hide real global issues from students. 
They always show us two sides of  an argument, and we are challenged to 
make up our minds on which one we agree with, or want to fight for. I 
am excited about my future. Next year I’ll be attending Chamblee Charter 
High School through their Magnet Program for High Achievers. At the 
same time, I’m sad to be leaving the place that’s been my home away from 
home for more than a decade. I’m grateful for my time at Arbor, and for 
the bonds I made that I know can last a lifetime.

I will be attending:
ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC 

HIGH SCHOOL

I will be attending:
CHAMBLEE CHARTER

HIGH SCHOOL
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SYDNEY ERICKSON

SARAH ESCOFFERY
From my first day as a three year-old in Myesha’s class to my final days in the 
Adolescent Program, I always enjoyed attending Arbor Montessori. Whether 
stacking the pink tower or visiting the Dominican Republic, I made so many 
wonderful memories during my years here. Every moment I spent here 
being taught by passionate teachers, getting to know the nicest people, and 
discovering more about the world around me has shaped me into the person 
I am today. I felt especially proud at Arbor when I organized a volunteer 
trip to the Global Village Project, a school dedicated to educating refugee 
girls, this year. It was an amazing opportunity to reach out to others in the 
community and to get to know students from diverse backgrounds, and hear 
their stories. At Arbor, I fell in love with learning. The work I did here has 
helped me to appreciate what I was taught and to have fun while learning 
new information and skills. I look forward to exploring new areas of  interest. 
When I’m an adult, I would like to be a model for the change I wish to see 
in the world. A quality I view as necessary for the betterment of  the world 
is an open mind. In looking at issues from different perspectives, we can 
empathize with others and are more capable of  thinking of  innovative ways 
to tackle challenges. I hope to be a kind, caring individual who is driven by 
doing good. I would like to be doing something that I am passionate about 
and to be able to help everyone I can in that position. If  I could say one nice 
thing about Arbor, I would say thank you for supporting me with a strong 
community and providing me with incredible growth which has paved the 
way for my success as an independent, kind-hearted individual in the future.    

I will be attending:
ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC 

HIGH SCHOOL

I started Arbor when I was nine years old; to say the least, it’s been a whirlwind 
roller coaster. Creating countless memories, a personal favorite being the 
trip the 8th graders took to the Dominican Republic this year and making 
many friends along the way, I definitely enjoyed it. I’ve also learned new skills 
that would not have been accessible at other schools, such as the leadership 
I learned from being the Pizza Day Food Service Manager. Now that I am 
graduating and moving up to high school, I know I am equipped to make the 
changes needed in the world; I am not sure what they will be yet, but when the 
time comes, I will be prepared. Similarly, I am not sure what I want to be when 
I grow up, seeing as I am only in the 8th grade, but when the time comes, I 
believe I will be prepared for whatever I choose. I never needed to be known 
for achieving or completing various things. Instead, I always wanted to be 
known for how I helped people, something I strived to do for a large portion 
of  my life. My message to students at Arbor is: it will not always be easy, but 
in the end, you will be proud to say you attended Arbor Montessori. I’d also 
like to thank all the teachers at Arbor who got me to where I am today; thank 
you from the bottom of  my heart for not giving up on me and striving to help 
whenever possible. 

I will be attending:
ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC 

HIGH SCHOOL
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AVA GELLER

ETHAN HUDOCK

I will be attending:
ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC 

HIGH SCHOOL

I came to Arbor in 7th grade, when I was 12 years old. I was a very 
shy kid, and was nervous of  making friends with the other people 
in the AP. However, that did not last long. When I came in, I was 
greeted by people who later became some of  my best friends. One 
of  my favorite memories from Arbor was playing sports on the 
basketball team and ultimate frisbee team. These teams made me feel 
more welcome to Arbor, knowing people who had the same interests 
as me. One of  my favorite projects was my model of  Fort Pulaski.

When I am older, I would like to be either a mechanical engineer or 
an architect. Arbor has taught me to be a very generous and kind 
person and as I move forth to high school I would like to continue 
to act that way. Finally, I think Arbor is a great school with good 
academics but also a great environment that makes you feel attached 
to the school, even if  like me, you were only here for two years. 

I started Arbor when I was two and a half  years old, and it is the 
only school that I have ever attended. It is hard for me to choose one 
memory from my time here, but the one thing that has made this 
experience memorable from the very beginning is the community 
and people you are surrounded by every day. I was in Marian’s class 
for preschool, and there I met one of  my closest friends, and later 
in Cindy’s class, met the other. The three of  us have been together 
through lower and upper elementary, and now our time in the AP is 
coming to an end, and the thought of  going to any school without 
them is daunting. The relationship the students have with each other 
and with the teachers is something unique to Arbor, and I hope that I 
will be able to sustain that throughout high school. 

In the AP, we are required to do a lot of  things, but we are 
always given freedom within those limits. I can’t really choose my 
favorite project from my twelve and a half  years at Arbor, but the 
opportunities we are given to utilize our creativity and strengths makes 
every assignment meaningful to the student. Although high school will 
be a major change coming from a school like this, I can only trust that 
Arbor has prepared me for this next chapter in my life, and I am ready 
to see where it takes me.

I will be attending:
NORTH ATLANTA 

HIGH SCHOOL
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I will be attending:
ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC 

HIGH SCHOOL

ZOE KLING

NAIA MORGAN
I started at Arbor when I was 2 1/2, at the first year of  primary. I 
have so many fond memories over my many years here, and I can’t 
choose just one. I think that the real best memories are the friends 
we made along the way. A piece of  work that I am really proud of  is 
the Bunraku puppet that I made for the Japan unit in 7th grade. I put 
a lot of  hard work into it and I think that it really paid off. 

If  I could change one thing about the world, I would have there be 
less discrimination. I hate the fact that some people are held higher, 
or deemed “better” than other people based on a factor they can’t 
control. Currently I would like to perform, make sets for plays or 
do some kind of  research when I am an adult. The kind of  person I 
would like to be is kind. 

If  I were to say something nice about Arbor, it would be that it gives 
freedom to the students that public school doesn’t.

I came to Arbor when I was almost four years old and my eleven 
years here are something I am extremely grateful for. I’ve had a lot 
of  good times at Arbor, but the time I cherish the most is the 7th 
grade trip to DC. I made so many amazing memories on that trip 
and it brought me so much closer to my class. No one was excited 
about the 14-hour bus ride, but to be honest, I wouldn’t change it for 
anything. 

I’ve also enjoyed my time on the Arbor basketball team and it’s 
difficult for me to leave after three years. Another memory I’ll always 
keep, because it’s something I’m most proud of, is my time as Pizza 
Day Business Manager. I remember how much I loved Pizza Day 
when I was younger and being able to be on the other side of  it has 
been amazing. 

Overall, my time in Arbor, not just in the AP, has been incredible. I 
have made many lifelong friends and memories I will never forget. 
Even though I’m excited to start something new, I know I will miss 
Arbor more than I can put into words.

I will be attending:
THE NEW SCHOOL
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I will be attending:
LAKESIDE 

HIGH SCHOOL

I will be attending:
MIDTOWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

SCHOOL

MEGHAN PEARSON

ADRIEL PUENTES

I started Arbor when I was about three years old. My favorite 
memory at Arbor is probably the researches I did in lower elementary 
or the overnight trips I went on here in the AP. There has been a lot 
of  work that I have been proud of. In Lower Elementary I was really 
proud of  my Titanic model, and in the AP I have been proud of  my 
Tacoma Narrows Bridge model, as well as the posters I produced. 

One thing I do differently than most is I am able to work weeks in 
advance. One thing I would like to change about the world is the 
amount of  people without homes who are forced to live on the 
streets. I haven’t really figured out exactly what I want to do as an 
adult, but probably a job in the law field. I want to be the type of  
person that people feel they can go to for support or if  they need a  
laugh. Arbor prepares you better for life than any other school I have 
heard of. The academics incorporate real world scenarios, and you 
experience things other schools would only dream of  experiencing. 

Hello, my name is Adriel Puentes. I joined Arbor in 1st grade when 
I’d just turned six years old. My favorite memory here at Arbor had 
to be last year’s trip in 7th grade, where the class went to Washington 
D.C. It was a great way to end the year and I had an amazing time. 
A piece of  work that made me feel the best after finishing would 
have to be creating the section for the AP yearbook; it was a lot of  
work but the final product is gonna look great! Something I may do 
differently than most of  my peers is visualise most of  the work I 
create; I try to imagine how it’s gonna look and what things I would 
like to incorporate. 

The one major thing I would like to change about the world is 
climate change; I see it as being a major problem to plants and 
animals around the Earth. As an adult I would love to become a 
professional hockey player for the NHL as well as a photographer. 
The kind of  person I want to be is the generous, and one who always 
looks out for people. Arbor Montessori has truly prepared me for 
the rest of  my journey through high school and I would have never 
been so prepared without the support from my advisor, Carolyn, and 
the other teachers in the Adolescent Program.   
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I will be attending:
ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC 

HIGH SCHOOL

ELLIOTT SALPEKAR

ALEX SCHIAVO
I started at Arbor when I was five years old. My favorite memory 
from my years here at Arbor is all of  the class trips we’ve gone on, 
since our first trip to Medicine Bow in third grade. Though Medicine 
Bow, Cumberland Island, and D.C. were all different, they all 
allowed me to grow as an individual, taking on responsibilities I had 
never taken on before, while also having fun and making countless 
memories with my friends and classmates. There is no one project 
that I can pick as my favorite, but I enjoyed doing all of  the projects 
where I collaborated with other people, working together with my 
group, and as an eighth grader leading my group and encouraging 
and helping them along the way. Something I feel Arbor does really 
well is not only preparing us for taking tests, passing tests, and doing 
worksheets, but also preparing us for the real world, outside of  
middle school, high school and even college. They teach you how 
to handle finances and run a successful profitable business, which I 
think it is safe to say, no other school does. Because of  the teachers 
who are always willing to help, and the countless ways in which Arbor 
prepares us for the future, I not only feel ready for high school and 
beyond, I am excited.

I started school at Arbor in fifth grade; I was 9 at the time.
Throughout all of  this time, however, my favorite memory here 
at Arbor is going to Ponce City Market during the play cycle, both 
years in the AP. I can say that the activities I did that made me most 
proud were all of  my accomplishments as Bee Manager and Co-
Garden Manager, which was the single greatest opportunity that 
Arbor gave to me. One thing I often do differently than most people 
is that I rarely feel stressed or burnt-out from an assignment. If  
I could change one thing about the world, I’d have to say that I’d 
want more sustainable agriculture as a food source: permaculture, 
hydroponics, food forests, and so on. As an adult, I want to work 
toward these goals, and help spread sustainable agriculture. In the 
future I want to be the type of  person that has almost nothing, but 
feels like he has everything. I will be attending the Paideia School 
next year, but Arbor will be missed. If  I could say one, single nice 
thing about Arbor, it would be this: Arbor is hospitable, Arbor is full 
of  opportunities, and Arbor always shows the path to success. I truly 
can “Go Anywhere” now. 

I will be attending:
PAIDEIA SCHOOL
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ROHAN SREERAM

ELENA VOLKOV

I was three years old when I started at Arbor in Marian’s class at 
the Emory Campus. My favorite memory throughout my time here 
is going to Washington D.C. with my 7th grade class. The project 
that made me the proudest was the aquaponics system that I built 
at the beginning of  the school year. I grew lettuce in a styrofoam-
type material. I feel that I analyze information differently than 
most people. I want to find and implement a solution to the world’s 
electrical problems. I hope to pursue this interest as I continue into 
adulthood. I want to be an analytical and observant person. Arbor 
is one of  the most engaging schools I’ve ever seen; it invites you to 
learn and grow not only academically but also as a person. It also 
allows you to pursue your interests, especially in the AP, through 
leadership roles such as Bee Keeping, Microfarming, Pizza Day, 
Coffee Corner, etc.

I was 7 years old when I started first grade in Becca’s class. Throughout 
my time here, my favorite memories have included my class trips, both to 
Washington DC, and the Dominican Republic. I have felt proud of  my 
work this year in Coffee Corner as business manager. I have learned so 
much about finance, leadership, and the running of  a business. I believe 
that one thing that I do differently than others is the way I lead. I have 
a rather straightforward, get-it-done attitude when comes to work, but I 
have learned over the years to take feedback from others and make sure 
that everyone is focused on something in which they are comfortable and 
confident. Something I would love to see change in the world is current 
international relationships. I believe all people should help one another no 
matter where they are from. If  the world could make even one small step 
in that direction, I think the results would be wondrous. 

I am not entirely sure of  what I would like my occupation to be, but 
I hope that it will include some sort of  travel and have a use for the 
languages that I know. The person I would like to be is someone who can 
be an inspiration. I hope that someday, someone will look up to me and 
want my advice on how to better themselves. I am excited to begin a new 
chapter of  my life next fall. To say something kind about Arbor, I would 
say ‘Thank you for helping me become who I am today.’ Without these 
precious experiences I am sure that I would not feel as accomplished as I 
do today. I will miss everyone next year and wish them well.

I will be attending:
WOODWARD ACADEMY

I will be attending:
ATLANTA 

INTERNATIONAL 

SCHOOL
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AP Halloween Dance 
Thanks to Egon Brown, our Hospitality 
Manager, as he was able to hold a 
successful AP Halloween Dance. Egon 
invited Springmont Montessori and 
Emory Montessori to the dance so 
students could bond and make new 
friends. During the dance, students 
w o re c o s t u m e s f o r a c o s t u m e 
competition. The best costumes won a 
bag of candy. There was also a 
competition to guess the amount of 
candy corn in a jar the closest guess 
would win the jar. Towards the end of 
the dance, the schools gathered and 
had a small dance competition ending 
the night with a loads of fun. 

New Chicken Coop 
The Construction occupation was hard 
at work last month as they took apart 
and rebuilt Carolyn McCarthy’s old 
chicken coop, placing it on Arbor’s 
grounds. This process took a little 
under three weeks. During the 
construction, Rus George, AP Guide, 
taught the students the physics around 
the construction of a chicken coop. The 
students had to begin with leveling the 
ground in order to have a strong 
surface to begin building. After the 
completion of the coop the final stage 
will be to paint it, which will occur in 
the coming week or so. Later next 
year ,we will be saying hello to our new  
permanent chickens.    

Yes! Movie Night is around the corner, 
students are suggesting movies they would 
like to watch and voting on them. The 
winning movie will be shown on January 11 
from 6-9pm just for the Adolescent Program. 
This will be a fun night and we hope we will 
see lot of our students there.  

Arbor Montessori Issue #6 March 22, 2019

Chickens  
In January, we introduced twelve new chickens to the 
constructed chicken coop. The AP Chicken Wrangler. 
Carter Crow, is extremely excited, as she has put hard 
work and dedication to getting permanent chickens on 
Arbor Grounds, and can’t wait to see the legacy of the 
chickens grow forth in Arbor history. The chickens have 
been getting comfortable and have laid dozens of eggs 
sense they have arrived. Students from other classrooms 
around Arbor have come to meet the chickens and are 
able to pet them with the help of Carter Crow. The 
chickens will lay more eggs in the spring and the AP will 
be selling them at Coffee Corner and stand alone 
Markets. Be sure to stop by and buy yourself some 
delicious eggs!  

1

AP NEWSLETTER
Upcoming Dates 

Grandparents Day:      
March 29 

Spring Break:             
(No School)          

April 1-5   

Back to School:          
April 8 

Coffee Corner:            
April 18 

Yearbook Order Due:      
April 18 

By: Adriel Puentes

THE ADOLESCENT PROGRAM
2018-2019 School Year

NEW OCCUPATIONS, NEW RESIDENTS

COFFEE CORNER
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AP CLASS PLAY, “THE REHEARSAL”

ADOLESCENT LIFE
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ARBOR’S 2018-2019 ANNUAL GIVING
We gratefully acknowledge the dedicated parents, alumni, families, friends, and corporate partners who 
invested in future generations through a gift to Arbor Montessori School. Arbor’s Annual Giving for 
the 2018-19 school year include the Annual Fund and Auction.

Lani & Bill Paxton
Becky & Paul Roberts
Anonymous Donor (1)

Chanelle & Adrian Avila
Keren & Michael Barr
Cleunice Bretas & Elciley Freitas
Rebeccah & Jason Brown
The Burke Family
Shilpa & Sundeep Chaudhry
Aimee & Jier-Shu Chen
The David Family
Elizabeth & Scott Deaton
The Earle Family
Cam & Richard Escoffery
Tiffany Fackler-Watson & Chris Watson
Kelly & Mike Fink
Jennifer & Scott Geller
Anjali & Hemanth Grandhige
Rebecca & Anis Hadj-Taieb
The Kingsley Family
The Kling Family
Kendall & Jason Lioon
Leigh & David Mallis
Megan Turk & Andrew Maurer
The Messina Family
Janine & Chuck Musholt
The Parke Family
Joyce & Robert Reto
Monique & Evan Richmond
Paula & Regis Santamaria
Liane Schleifer & Eliot Robinson
The Sreeram Family Fund
The Streck Family

Mark Anderson
Samantha Vejay
Slava Volkov
Karen & Christian Warren
Trish Witkowski & Josh Kenitzer
The Young Family
Anonymous Donor (2)

Anonymous Donor (1)
Nancy & TV Adams 

In Honor of  Emma & Taylor Deaton
The Adams Family
Heidi Allen 

In Honor of  Harry & George Cornelius
The Allen Family
Tricia Anbinder & Jonathan Levy
Guyla & Aaron Anderson
Tracy & George Barry
The Baumann Family
The Beatty Family
Lucy Bennett
The Bentley Family
Dani & Douglas Berry
Mary Jo & Dan Berry

In Honor of  Miles & Mack Berry
The Blankenship Family
Claire Bond
Ray Bond
Sanuja Bopitiya
Cindy Bowen
Lora Boyd
Betsy Brannon & Nick Lynton
Timothy Brannon 

In Honor of  George Hollmeyer Lynton
Pat Brown 

In Honor of  Egon Brown

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE PHOENIX SOCIETY FRIENDS OF ARBOR

FRIENDS OF ARBOR

PHOENIX SOCIETY

The Buelacher Family
The Burger Family
Ginny Byrnes
The Calderon Family
Wynne & Matt Callaway 

In Honor of  Harris 2014 & Ellis 2016
Laura Cadenhead & Tom Gowitt
Rachel & Mauricio Carey
Anu Chandra

In Memory of  Mrs. Kamala
Mamatha Chiruvella
Mary & Dennis Choi
Charles Clark
Nancy & Charles Clark 

In Honor of  Juniper
Penny & Tom Clements 

In Honor of  Zoe 2017
Roza & Nicolae Clempus
The Cole Family
The Cornish Family
Edith Johnson Crook
Janet & Tom Cross 

In Honor of  Mims, Thomas & Charlie
Janet & Steve Cywilko
Becky Deaton 

In Honor of  Emma & Taylor Deaton
Maria Decillis
The Dente Family
Anna & Andy Devries
The Dholakia Family
Anna Discenzo
Joan & Robert Dokson 

In Honor of  Eliana & Cassie Gaydos
Lisa Dorsett
Nicole Doxie
The Duffy Family
The Edwards Family
The Eiler Family
Kayla Ellis
The Erdman Family

$5,000 & ABOVE

$1,000 TO $4,999

UP TO $999
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FRIENDS OF ARBOR FRIENDS OF ARBOR FRIENDS OF ARBOR

The Erfani Family
The Erickson Family
Amanda Evans & Dan Reynolds
The Fang Family
Becca & Nancy Fernandez
Cecilia Fernandez
The Files Family
The Fitzgerald Family
Tracy Fontaine
Katie Fowler & Sahil Patel
Alie & Ted Frank
Jennifer Gandhi & Ivan Alonso Solas
Laurie & Chris Gaydos
The Georgalis Family
Rus George
The Gill Family 

In Memory of  John Parris
The Glassman Family
Bill Golden & Drew Plant
Myesha Green
The Green Family
The Gupta Family
Liberty & Randy Hall
Laurel & Patrick Hanna
Deborah Harkness 

In Honor of  Emmy Green
Kelli Harran
Rowena & Chris Hartman
The Hehn Family
Maggie Heim
Mary & Bryan Hemard 

In Honor of  Zarina & Cyra Cole
Patricia Hernandez & Kelley Watson
The Hofert Family
Nancy Hollmeyer 

In Honor of  Milo & Ruthie Glass
The Hosamane Family
The Huckaby Family
The James-Fellows Family
Saba & Abid Karamali
Nada & Bassam Kawwass 

In Honor of  Caroline Thompson
Tip Tucker Kendall
The Kirksey Family
Miranda & Matthew Knowles
Eugene Kolesnik
Rebecca & John LaBanca
Katie Jane LaBauve & Max Rochas
Anne Ledoux

The Lagoy Family
Nwandi Lawson
Traci Leong & Jonathan Dubin
The Lie-Nielsen Family
Lilly Lin & Andrew Fu
Betty & Eric Litsey
The Lopman Family
The Lora Family
Mary & Kevin Magner
The Mahadevia Family
The Mascaro Family
Terrika Mays
The McWaters Family
Elizabeth & Andrew McBath
Carolyn McCarthy
Carolyn McLaughlin
Nora McNamara 

In Honor of  Anna, Kelli, Myesha & 
Samantha

Dianna Merriman
Sara & Sean Moe
Violet Mohabir
Cristina Montesinos & Paul Welty
Sandra & Pat Montesinos 

In Honor of  Lydia Welty
The Moore Family
Kelly & Kevin Mullally
Deedee & Pat Murphy
Marlene Murray
Sri & Aruna Narasimhan
The N’diaye Family
Michelle & Richie Nguyen
The Noonan Family
Marie & Craig Noren
The Owen Family
Shermoni & Jason Parekh
The Park Family
Janet & Brian Parks
Chandani & Mayank Patel
The Patel Family 

In Honor of  Siya
Brianna Patterson & Chris Dente
Susan & William R Paxton 

In Honor of  Joseph Paxton
Barbara Pearson
Melanie Pearson & Kyle Bradley
The Pearson Family
Emily Peters
Barbara Pettitt

Elizabeth Phillips
Reina Pinto
Shawna & Zachary Pitts
The Potocean Family
Bryan Powell
Suzie Prante 

In Honor of  Jessica, Bella, Anders & 
Tatum

The Preston Family
The Puentes Family
The Rachh-Shah Family
Sentil & Swetha Ramakrishnan
Sonali & Vishal Rao
Dorothy Reynolds 

In Honor of  Eli David
Vanessa & Billy Joe Richardson
Susan Richmond
Salome & Gregg Hudock
Laura & Jordan Rose
The Samman Tahhan Family
Theo Samouris
Maria del Pilar Sanz
Kamilah Scales
Rosa & Aaron Schauble
Beth & Ross Schiavo
Aparna & Amar Shah
Shetal & Amit Shah
Kate Shanahan & Alfredo Ramirez
Alison Sherrill & Chris Crow
The Simpson Family
Carrie Sims
Melissa & Brandon Smith
The Smith Family
Arts Social
Robert & Deborah Soukemp
Mauro Souza
The Srinivasan Family
Lauren Steffler
The Sukhyani Family
The Sullivan Family
Melissa & Shane Swaney 

In Honor of  Beth Maschinot
The Tablan Family
Lisa Tadayon & Fred Rahbari
Sonja & Weining Tang
Ayesha & Mohammed Tarek
Kim Taylor
The Torere Family
The Torres Family
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FRIENDS OF ARBOR

COMPANY MATCHES

AUCTION DONORS

AUCTION SPONSORS

AUCTION DONORS

David Tyler
The Vandenberg Family
Patricia Vega & Federico Palacio
Virginia Viscovic
Peyton Waggener & Alex McConnell
Susanna Walker
The Walton-Mouw Family
Tammy Ward-Martin
Nina & Oni Weiss 

In Honor of  Quinn & Izabella
Liticia Weissinger
Nancy Wiggins-Lester & Bill Lester
Ellen Wild & Robert Chen
Patricia & John Wilson 

In Honor of  Abra Carey
Pam Worsham
Asya Yordanova
Deborah Young & Jay Morgan
Catherine Zanbaka & Edy Nicolas

Coca Cola
Home Depot
Indeed Inc.
Macy’s
Matrix Consulting
Oracle Corporation
Turner Broadcasting

Green Orthodontics
Atlanta Dermatology & Aesthetics
El Ponce Mexican Restaurant
Blackout Experience  
Hampton + Hudson
Escape Netherworld
Hennessy Lexus
One on One Physical Therapy
Domo Realty
Kratz & Barry LLP
Catherine’s Auto Repair & Service
Highland Fine Wine
Wrecking Bar Brewpub
The Vista Room at Napoleons
Banjo Coffee Brewing Co.
Stitches by Sia Boutique

7 Stages
Amani Bath & Body
Andretti Indoor Karting & Games 
Anjali Williamson
Art Haus
Atkins Park Restaurant and Bar
Doctor Sumayah Taliaferro
Atlanta Kick
Atlanta Pro Bikes
Atlanta Science Festival
Atlanta Shakespeare Company
Barbara Naso Photography
The Great Frame Up Decatur
BarkBox
Beautiful Briny Sea
Bicycle South
Blabla Kids
Blue Ribbon Grill
Bonnie Bambinelli
Brian Fox
Brick Store Pub
Brookhaven Children’s Dentistry
BumFloats
Camp Serenbe
Candytopia
The Center for Puppetry Arts
College Football Hall of  Fame 
Comet Pub and Lanes
Cosmetic Dentistry
Courtyard Atlanta-Decatur/Emory
Parker’s On Ponce 
Crunch Fitness (Sherrie Stanton)
Dad’s Garage 
DayC Photography
Deborah and Buck Griffin
Decatur Community Players
Decatur Martial Arts
Decatur Yoga & Pilates
Dinner A’Fare
Doc Chey’s, Dragon Bowl, Osteria 832
Dr. Shelia T. Payton
Dynamo Swim Club
Edward Mullins
Emory/SAAC
Farm Burger Decatur
Fat Matt’s Rib Shack
Fifth Group Restaurants
Georgia Aquarium

Georgia May Healing
Guitar Shed
Hampton + Hudson
Home Grown Restaurants
Hotworx Decatur
Intown Ace Hardware
Jenn & Billy Streck
Jim Harrington Garden Designs
Kadampa Meditation Center
Kristi Snellgrove
Little Shop of  Stories
Main Street School of  the Arts
Marco Polos Club
Medieval Times Dinner & Tournament 
Michael C. Carlos Museum 
Mike Fink Gallery
Modern Holistic Skin
Monique Richmond & Tracy Barry
Movement Arts Atlanta
Nantahala Outdoor Center
Natural Body
New Dawn Theater Company
Pappas Resturants
Parker’s On Ponce 
PC Family
Personal Training Sessions
Pranic Soul Yoga (Leigh Mallis)
Produce + Provide
Quadrant Fitness
Queenie’s Cosignment
Raging Burrito Decatur
Rebecca Oliver Hadj-Taieb 
Reflexology by Sarah
Revolution Doughnuts
Rich & Cam Escoffery
Rival Entertainment
RollAtl
Serenbe Farmhouse
Sherwood Chiropractic Center
Siam Thai Restaurant
Skyline Park
Social Arts Atlanta
Stein and Frankel  
Stephanie Leigh Jewelry
Steve & Janet Cywilko
The Atlanta Dance Academy 
Taqueria El Vecino
Tellus Science Museum
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AUCTION DONORS AUCTION DONORS AUCTION DONORS

The Cook’s Warehouse
The Creative Discovery Museum
The Deaton Family
The Great Frame Up Decatur
The Kids Salon
The Knowles Family
The Messina Family

The Pearson Family
The Training Room Atlanta
The Village Vets
Tiff ’s Treats
Tito’s Vodka
Toco Instant Printing
Tom & Janet Cross

86%

8%

3% 2% 1%

81%

6%

6%

5%

1% 1%

Vision Hospitality Group
Wag-a-lot Decatur
Woodruff  Art Center
World of  Coca Cola
Wrecking Bar Brewpub
Xocolatl Small Batch Chocolate

ARBOR FINANCIAL INFORMATION
as of  April 29th, 2019

2018-2019 INCOME
Tuition & Fees $3,104,000
Contributions $113,000
Fundraising Events $83,000
Unrealized Gain on Investments & 
Investment Income

$76,000

Other $55,000

2018-2019 EXPENSES
Instructional $2,194,000
Operations $205,000
G&A $195,000
Fundraising $31,000
Interest $6,000
Depreciation <$1,000
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ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

Megha Chiruvella

Megha recently presented two papers at the National 
Obstetrics and Gynecology conference in Kansas 
City. Even though she is going into Internal Medicine 
and specializing in Gastroenterology, she continued 
her research on the paper she had started during her 
OBGYN rotation in her 3rd year. She is in her final 
year in medicine at Ohio State University. 

David Robinson

David Robinson is graduating from Swarthmore 
College this May with a B.A. in Honors Physics and 
Maths. He will be pursuing a doctorate in Physics at 
the University of  Michigan in Fall 2019.

Rowan Wiley

Rowan is one of  five candidates from St. Pius X 
Catholic High School to be named a National Merit 
Scholarship Semifinalist. He has also been awarded 
the Georgia Certificate of  Merit (2017-18), National 
Honor Society (Junior, Senior), and President’s List 
(Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, Senior). He is a 
member of  the Atlanta Track Club Powerade All-
Metro High School Cross Country Team (Senior), 
comprised of  the top 21 high school cross country 
athletes within metro Atlanta, and the GHSA All-State 
Cross Country Team (Senior), comprised of  the top-
ten state cross country finishers in each classification.

Grace Iverson

Grace is graduating from Decatur High School with 
4-year Honor Roll/IB independent study. She is a 
member of  the National Honor Society and spent 
four years as a manager with DHS soccer team (no 
longer plays due to injury). She will be studying Marine 
Bio at University of  Tampa in the fall, and received 
a Presidential Merit scholarship. She is also looking 
forward to getting her diving certification.

CLASS OF 2007

CLASS OF 2011

CLASS OF 2015
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Ellie Bond

Ellie was awarded the Georgia Certificate of  Merit by 
the state of  Georgia and by Paideia School. Each year, 
the University of  Georgia, in conjunction with the 
State Department of  Education, recognizes scholars 
across the state for outstanding scholastic achievement 
throughout their first three years of  high school. To 
receive the award, students must rank in the top five 
percent of  their junior class.

Stella Peters 

Stella is a rising Junior at Decatur High School, 
where she is a member of  the women’s chorus. This 
summer, she will participate in the Summer Scholars 
Leadership program at Furman University. She 
recently performed in her first musical as part of  
the Decatur High School production of  “The Little 
Mermaid.” This spring, she traveled to the Pacific 
Northwest to hike Multnomah Falls and visit Hoyt 
Arboretum. This winter, she traveled to Prague in the 
Czech Republic, where she performed with the DHS 
marching band and color guard. Stella continues to 
draw, paint, and sing, and recently performed in her 
first voice recital. 

CLASS OF 2017

CLASS OF 2017

Claire Iverson

Claire is graduating from Decatur High School with 
4-year Honor Roll/IB independent study. She is a 
member & Officer of  the National Honor Society, a 
member of  Chorus, and played tennis for all four years 
at DHS. She was awarded the Georgia Positive Athlete 
Girls Tennis Player for 2018-2019. Claire completed 
the Children’s Healthcare of  Atlanta Explorer 
Program 2018-2019, and will be attending UGA in the 
fall with a Zell scholarship. She is planning to study 
Biology/Pre Med, and work in pediatrics, though she’s 
not sure if  she’ll end up MD, PA, or other.

Erin Iverson

Erin is graduating from Decatur High School with 
4-year Honor Roll/IB Independent Study. She is a 
member of  the National Honor Society, ran all four 
years for DHS Cross Country, and was a member of  
DHS Chorus. She is attending UGA in the fall with 
a Zell scholarship, and is planning to study biology 
or sciences—she’s not sure where she’ll end up. Erin 
wants to work for NASA analyzing samples, and would 
visit the International Space Station if  she could!

CLASS OF 2015

Schuyler McCaa, Kiera McManus,  
and Jessie Bouterse

Schuyler, Kiera, and Jessie were all inducted into the 
National Honor Society at Grady High School. To be 
accepted, students must have a cumulative GPA of  
3.0 on a 4.0 scale, in addition to demonstrating good 
character and a spirit of  service and leadership.

CLASS OF 2016
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Bryn Beard

Bryn Beard was one of  the two top scorers in the 
National Latin exam for first year students at St. Pius 
X Catholic High School.

The Velocity Arbor Team: Scott Leslie, Robyn 
Roberts, Walter Mashman, John Sandifer, 
Larry Gramlich, Tom Cross

With only five members, Team Arbor held its own for 
donations alongside Atlanta’s corporate elites, raising 
$7,655 to support Grady Hospital. Team Arbor was the 
5th highest fundraising team out of  97 teams. Robyn 
Roberts, Scott Leslie, and John Sandifer rode 25 miles 
for Velocity 2019, while Larry Gramlich and Tom 
Cross rode 62 miles on challenging routes southwest of  
Atlanta. They can’t wait to do it again in 2020!

ALUMNI PARENTSCLASS OF 2018

DISTINGUISHED GUEST

This spring, Arbor Montessori School was honored 
to welcome Debby Riordan, Executive Director of  
Association Montessori International in the United 
States (AMI/USA). 

The community warmly welcomed her into the 
classrooms, where she spent time observing and 
meeting with teachers and staff. Debby had many 
lovely things to say about our programs, and was 
deeply impressed by the work of  our students and 
our teachers. 

A VISIT FROM DEBBY RIORDAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF AMI/USA
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ARBOR’S CLASS OF 2015
LIST OF COLLEGES

Katie Beard
University of Georgia

Tejan Borchers
University of Rochester

Amanda Brownstein
University of Utah

Megan Chen
Emory University

Karen Cheng
Columbia University, NYC

Thomas Cross
University of Georgia (Sophomore)

J.R. Erskine
College of William and Mary

Diya Flenaugh
Howard University

Isaac Gazmararian
Emory University

Djourdan Gomes-Johnson
Tilburg University, Netherlands

Aziza Hutcherson
University of Southern California

Nicholas Indermark
Auburn University

Claire Iverson
University of Georgia

Erin Iverson
University of Georgia

Grace Iverson
University of Tampa

Ariel Jacobson
Emory University

Ethan Kua
University of Georgia

Margot McLaughlin
University of Georgia

Olivier Merlin-Zhang
Davidson College

Zaria Miller
Kennesaw State University

K. Grace Payne
Agnes Scott College

T. Rowan Wiley
University of Georgia

Congratulations, students!

Go here... then go anywhere.



Scott Campus
1434 Scott Blvd.
Decatur, GA 30030

Lavista Campus
2998 Lavista Rd.
Decatur, GA 30033

Student Portraits By:
Deborah Young | DayC Photography | Let Our Pictures Tell Your Stories | daycphotography.com

(404) 321-9304
www.arbormontessori.org

ARBOR’S RISING 7th YEARS

Dominican Republic
San Francisco de Macoris

Washington, D.C.
The National Mall


